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This talk outlines the current state of the Aspect Hypothesis (Andersen and Shirai 1994, Shirai 
and Andersen 1995), which predicts that learners are strongly influenced by lexical aspect in 
acquiring tense and aspect markers in L1 and L2; namely, past perfective markers are associated 
with telic verbs (achievements and accomplishments) while general imperfective markers are 
associated with atelic verbs (states and activities) and progressive markers with activity verbs. 
Although there has been a general agreement on this association patterns as a universal tendency 
(e.g., Shirai, Slobin, and Weist 1998, Andersen and Shirai 1994, Shirai 2009), explanations for 
these tendencies are still controversial. It is argued that the cases that go against the predicted 
tendencies — namely, Inuktitut (Swift 2004) in L1 and Japanese (Ishida 2004), Spanish 
(Salaberry 1999), Mandarin Chinese (Tong and Shirai 2016), and Russian (Martelle 2011) in L2 
— support the input-based explanation (i.e., the Distributional Bias Hypothesis, Andersen 1993, 
Andersen and Shirai 1996) rather than nativist explanations (e.g. Bickerton 1981). 
 
Key words 




Andersen, Roger W. (1993). Four Operating Principles and Input Distribution as Explanations 
for Underdeveloped and Mature Morphological Systems. In Kenneth Hyltenstam and Åke 
Viborg (eds.) Progression and Regression in Language. 309-339. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 
Andersen, Roger and Yasuhiro Shirai. (1994)  Discourse Motivations for Some Cognitive 
Acquisition Principles.  Studies in Second Language Acquisition 16, 133-156.   
Andersen, Roger W. and Yasuhiro Shirai.  (1996)  Primacy of Aspect in First and Second 
Language Acquisition: The Pidgin/Creole Connection.  In William C. Ritchie and Tej K. 
Bhatia (eds.), Handbook of Second Language Acquisition. 527-570. San Diego, CA: 
Academic Press.  
Bickerton, Derek. (1981) Roots of Language. Ann Arbor, MI: Karoma Publishers. 
Ishida, Midori. (2004)  Effects of Recasts on the Acquisition of the Aspectual Form -te i-(ru) by 
Learners of Japanese as a Foreign Language. Language Learning 54.2, 311-394. 
Martelle, Wendy M. (2011) Testing the Aspect Hypothesis in L2 Russian. Doctoral dissertation, 
University of Pittsburgh. 
                                                          
* I thank the organizers of BEAL Forum 3 for inviting me to give a keynote.    
 





Salaberry, M. Rafael. (1999).  The Development of Past Tense Verbal Morphology in Classroom 
L2 Spanish. Applied Linguistics 20.2, 151-178. 
Shirai, Yasuhiro. (2009) Temporality in First and Second Language Acquisition.  In Wolfgang 
Klein and Ping Li (eds.), The Expression of Time. 167-193.  Berlin and New York: Mouton 
de Gruyter.   
Shirai, Yasuhiro and Roger W. Andersen. (1995) The Acquisition of Tense/Aspect Morphology: 
A Prototype Account.  Language 71, 743-62.  
Shirai, Yasuhiro, Dan I. Slobin and Richard M. Weist.  (1998)  Introduction: The Acquisition of 
Tense/Aspect Morphology.  First Language  18, 245-253. 
Swift, Mary D. (2004) Time in Child Inuktitut: A Developmental Study of an Eskimo-Aleut 
Language. Berlin and New York: Mouton de Gruyter. 
Tong, Xiner and Yasuhiro Shirai. (2016)  L2 Acquisition of Mandarin Zai and -Le.  Chinese as a 
Second Language Research 5, 1-25. 
 
